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In an era marked by widening economic disparities and a growing sense of
disillusionment with traditional economic systems, The Making of
Democratic Economy emerges as a beacon of hope, offering a
transformative vision for the future. This thought-provoking book, penned
by renowned economist and social theorist Gar Alperovitz, delves into the
intricate framework of economic democracy, empowering citizens to shape
their economic destiny and create a more just and equitable society.

The Making of Democratic Economy is not merely a theoretical treatise; it is
a practical guidebook, presenting actionable strategies and inspiring case
studies that demonstrate the transformative power of economic democracy
in action. Through captivating narratives and in-depth analysis, Alperovitz
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illuminates the path towards a future where wealth is distributed equitably,
where citizens have a meaningful say in economic decision-making, and
where economic justice prevails.

The Principles of Economic Democracy

At the core of The Making of Democratic Economy lies a set of
fundamental principles that redefine the very nature of economic power.
Alperovitz argues that a truly democratic economy must be based on the
following tenets:

Citizen Empowerment: Economic power should be decentralized and
distributed among all citizens, giving them a direct voice in shaping
economic policies and decisions.

Equitable Wealth Distribution: The fruits of economic growth should
be shared fairly among all members of society, reducing income
inequality and creating a more just and sustainable economy.

Participatory Economics: Citizens should have a meaningful role in
planning and managing the economy, through participatory budgeting
processes and other forms of democratic engagement.

Employee Ownership: Workers should have a stake in the
companies they work for, sharing in the profits and decision-making
processes.

Cooperatives and Social Enterprise: Cooperative and non-profit
organizations should play a central role in the economy, providing
essential services and promoting social and environmental values.

Fair Trade: Trade policies should prioritize justice and sustainability,
ensuring that producers in developing countries receive a fair share of



the profits.

Transformative Economic Models

The Making of Democratic Economy goes beyond theoretical principles,
showcasing a multitude of transformative economic models that are already
in practice around the world. Alperovitz presents inspiring case studies of:

Participatory Budgeting: In cities like Porto Alegre, Brazil, citizens
directly decide how to allocate a portion of the municipal budget,
empowering local communities to prioritize their needs.

Employee-Owned Businesses: Worker cooperatives, such as the
Mondragon Corporation in Spain, have demonstrated the viability and
success of employee-owned enterprises, where workers share in the
profits and decision-making.

Community-Supported Agriculture: CSA models connect
consumers directly with farmers, building a more sustainable and
equitable food system.

Fair Trade Certification: Fair trade practices ensure that farmers and
workers in developing countries receive a fair price for their products,
promoting economic justice on a global scale.

The Path Forward

The Making of Democratic Economy is not just a book; it is a call to action,
inspiring readers to become active participants in the creation of a more
just and equitable economy. Alperovitz provides a roadmap for the
transition to a democratic economy, outlining specific steps that can be
taken by citizens, policymakers, and businesses alike.



The path forward requires a fundamental shift in mindset, a recognition that
economic power should not be concentrated in the hands of a few, but
rather distributed among all members of society. It requires a commitment
to participatory decision-making, equitable wealth distribution, and the
promotion of alternative economic models that prioritize social and
environmental values.

The Making of Democratic Economy is an indispensable guide for anyone
who believes in the transformative power of economic democracy. It
provides a comprehensive framework for understanding the principles,
practices, and transformative potential of a more just and equitable
economy. By empowering citizens, redistributing wealth, and embracing
alternative economic models, we can create a future where economic
justice prevails for all.

Join the movement for a democratic economy and become part of the
change. Read The Making of Democratic Economy, engage in the
conversation, and let us collectively build a more sustainable, just, and
prosperous future for generations to come.

Take Action Today!

Read The Making of Democratic Economy

Join a local economic democracy group

Support businesses that prioritize social and environmental values

Advocate for policies that promote economic justice
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