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Nestled amidst the stunning landscapes of New Zealand, there exists a
hidden gem—a network of small towns with intriguing histories and
captivating stories to tell. These are the Sh Towns, often overlooked by
travelers but brimming with charm, character, and adventure.

In his meticulously researched and beautifully written book, Sh Towns of
New Zealand, author John Smith takes readers on an unforgettable journey
to 10 of these hidden gems. From the gold-mining town of Hokitika to the
historic whaling station of Orepuki, Smith uncovers the rich tapestry of
these towns, showcasing their unique heritage, stunning landscapes, and
vibrant communities.

Hokitika: The Heart of Gold
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Nestled on the rugged West Coast of the South Island, Hokitika was once a
bustling gold-mining town. In the 1860s, thousands of miners flocked to the
area in search of fortune. Today, Hokitika retains its gold-mining heritage,
with historic buildings and gold panning tours offering a glimpse into its
past.

But Hokitika is more than just a gold-mining town. It is also a vibrant
community with a thriving arts scene and a passion for outdoor adventures.
Visitors can explore the Hokitika Gorge, hike the West Coast Wilderness
Trail, or simply relax on the beautiful beaches.

Orepuki: A Whaling Town with a Difference

On the remote southern coast of the South Island, Orepuki was once a
thriving whaling station. The town's historic buildings, including the Orepuki
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Whaling Station Museum, tell the story of the whaling industry in New
Zealand.

Today, Orepuki is a peaceful and picturesque town. Visitors can enjoy the
stunning scenery of the Catlins Coast, go surfing or fishing, or simply relax
in the tranquil atmosphere.

Moeraki: Boulders and Mystery

On the windswept coast of North Otago, Moeraki is a small town known for
its mysterious Moeraki Boulders. These spherical boulders, scattered along
the beach, are a geological wonder that has fascinated visitors for
centuries.
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Moeraki is also a great base for exploring the wider region. Visitors can visit
the nearby Katiki Point Lighthouse, go surfing or kayaking, or simply relax
on the beautiful beaches.

Collingwood: A Gateway to Golden Bay

Nestled at the head of Golden Bay, Collingwood is a small town with a rich
history and stunning surroundings. The town was founded in the 1850s as
a gold mining settlement, and its historic buildings reflect its gold-mining
past.

Today, Collingwood is a popular tourist destination for those looking to
explore Golden Bay. Visitors can go hiking, kayaking, or fishing, or simply
relax in the beautiful surroundings.
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Whanganui: A River City with a Thriving Arts Scene

Whanganui, on the banks of the Whanganui River, is a vibrant city with a
rich cultural history. The city is home to a number of museums and art
galleries, as well as a thriving music and theater scene.

Whanganui is also a great base for exploring the wider region. Visitors can
go kayaking or canoeing on the Whanganui River, hike the Whanganui
National Park, or visit the nearby Whakahoro Marae.
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Discover the Hidden Gems of New Zealand

These are just a few of the many Sh Towns that New Zealand has to offer.
Each town has its own unique story to tell, and each offers a glimpse into
the rich history and culture of this extraordinary country.

Whether you are a history buff, an outdoor adventurer, or simply looking for
a unique travel experience, Sh Towns of New Zealand is the perfect guide
for you. This comprehensive book will help you plan your journey and
uncover the hidden gems of this incredible country.
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