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David Thompson was a British-Canadian fur trader, explorer, and surveyor
who played a major role in the exploration of the Canadian West. He was
born in London in 1770 and came to Canada as a young man in 1784. He
spent the next 30 years exploring the vast wilderness of western Canada,
mapping rivers, lakes, and mountains, and establishing fur trading posts.

Thompson was a skilled surveyor and cartographer, and his maps were
essential to the development of western Canada. He was also a keen
observer of the natural world, and his journals are filled with detailed
descriptions of the plants, animals, and people he encountered.

Thompson's story is an epic tale of exploration and adventure, and it is a
must-read for anyone interested in the history of Canada.

Early Life and Career

David Thompson was born in London, England, on April 30, 1770. His
father was a weaver, and his mother was a dressmaker. Thompson had
little formal education, but he was a bright and curious child. He loved to
read and explore, and he spent much of his time in the woods and fields
around his home.
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In 1784, when Thompson was 14 years old, he was apprenticed to the
Hudson's Bay Company (HBC). The HBC was a fur trading company that
operated in Canada and the United States. Thompson spent the next
several years working at HBC posts in western Canada. He learned the fur
trade business, and he also developed his skills as a surveyor and
cartographer.

In 1797, Thompson left the HBC and joined the North West Company
(NWC). The NWC was a rival fur trading company that operated in western
Canada. Thompson spent the next 13 years working for the NWC, and he
explored vast areas of the Canadian West. He mapped rivers, lakes, and
mountains, and he established fur trading posts.

Exploration of the Canadian West

Thompson was one of the most important explorers of the Canadian West.
He traveled over 50,000 miles by canoe, snowshoe, and horseback, and he
mapped vast areas of the country. He was the first European to explore
many of the major rivers and lakes of western Canada, including the
Columbia River, the Fraser River, and the Athabasca River.

Thompson also made important contributions to the understanding of the
geography of western Canada. He was the first to accurately map the
Rocky Mountains, and he also explored the Arctic coast of Canada. His
maps were essential to the development of western Canada, and they are
still used today.

In addition to his work as an explorer, Thompson was also a keen observer
of the natural world. He kept detailed journals of his travels, and he
recorded his observations of the plants, animals, and people he



encountered. His journals are a valuable source of information about the
history of western Canada.

Later Life and Legacy

Thompson retired from the fur trade in 1812. He spent the rest of his life in
Canada, where he worked as a surveyor and cartographer. He also wrote
several books about his travels, including "Narrative of Explorations in
Western America" and "New Light on the Early History of the Greater
Northwest."

Thompson died in Montreal, Canada, on February 10, 1857. He was 86
years old. He is considered one of the greatest wilderness travelers of all
time, and his legacy lives on in the many places he explored and mapped.

The Story of David Thompson is an epic tale of exploration and adventure.
It is a story of a man who dedicated his life to exploring the vast wilderness
of Canada. Thompson's story is a must-read for anyone interested in the
history of Canada, and it is a testament to the human spirit of adventure.
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