
The Last Trial of Boone Pickens: A Saga of
Law, Oil, and Corruption
By S. C. Gwynne

T. Boone Pickens was a legend in the oil industry. He was a wildcatter who
made his fortune by drilling for oil in the Permian Basin of West Texas. In
the 1980s, he became a corporate raider, taking over companies such as
Gulf Oil and Phillips Petroleum.
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Pickens was a controversial figure. He was accused of using insider trading
to profit from his corporate takeovers. He was also criticized for his lavish
lifestyle and his support for conservative causes.

In 2006, Pickens was indicted on charges of insider trading. The trial was a
media circus, and Pickens was eventually acquitted. However, the trial took
a toll on his health and his reputation.
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In "The Last Trial of Boone Pickens," author S. C. Gwynne tells the story of
Pickens' life and career. Gwynne paints a vivid picture of Pickens' early
days as a wildcatter, his rise to power as a corporate raider, and his
eventual fall from grace.

Gwynne also explores the complex relationship between business and
government. He shows how Pickens was able to use his wealth and
influence to manipulate the political system to his own advantage. Gwynne
also shows how the government was often complicit in Pickens' schemes.

"The Last Trial of Boone Pickens" is a fascinating and cautionary tale. It is a
story about the dangers of greed and corruption. It is also a story about the
power of one man to change the course of history.

Chapter 1: The Wildcatter

T. Boone Pickens was born in Holdenville, Oklahoma, in 1928. His father
was a lawyer, and his mother was a schoolteacher. Pickens was a bright
and ambitious child, and he excelled in school.

After graduating from high school, Pickens attended Oklahoma State
University. He studied geology, and he graduated in 1951. After graduation,
Pickens went to work for an oil company. He quickly rose through the
ranks, and he eventually became a vice president.

In 1956, Pickens left his job to start his own oil company. He drilled his first
well in the Permian Basin of West Texas. The well was a success, and
Pickens quickly became a wealthy man.



Pickens was a pioneer in the oil industry. He developed new drilling
techniques that allowed him to find oil in places where others had failed. He
also made a number of shrewd investments, and he soon became one of
the richest men in America.

Chapter 2: The Corporate Raider

In the 1980s, Pickens became a corporate raider. He took over a number of
companies, including Gulf Oil and Phillips Petroleum. Pickens was a
ruthless raider, and he often used insider trading to profit from his
takeovers.

Pickens' corporate raiding tactics were controversial. He was accused of
destroying companies and jobs. He was also criticized for using insider
trading to enrich himself.

Despite the criticism, Pickens continued to raid companies. He became one
of the most successful corporate raiders in history. He also became one of
the richest men in America.

Chapter 3: The Trial

In 2006, Pickens was indicted on charges of insider trading. The trial was a
media circus, and Pickens was eventually acquitted. However, the trial took
a toll on his health and his reputation.

The trial was a turning point in Pickens' life. He never fully recovered from
the damage to his health and reputation. He died in 2019 at the age of 91.

Legacy



T. Boone Pickens was a complex and controversial figure. He was a
brilliant businessman who made a fortune in the oil industry. He was also a
ruthless corporate raider who was accused of using insider trading to profit
from his takeovers.

Pickens' legacy is mixed. He was a pioneer in the oil industry, and he
helped to create new drilling techniques that made it possible to find oil in
new places. He also made a number of shrewd investments, and he
became one of the richest men in America.

However, Pickens' legacy is also tainted by his corporate raiding tactics and
his use of insider trading. He was accused of destroying companies and
jobs, and he was criticized for using insider trading to enrich himself.

Despite his flaws, T. Boone Pickens was a major figure in the oil industry.
He was a pioneer in the field, and he made a significant contribution to the
development of new drilling techniques. He was also a successful
businessman, and he became one of the richest men in America.
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