The 1960s Corruption of Scientific Methods: A
Cautionary Tale for the 21st Century

In the 1960s, a profound shift occurred in the scientific community that has
had a lasting impact on the way we conduct and interpret research. This
shift, which can be traced to the rise of social movements and the
increasing politicization of science, led to a widespread corruption of
scientific methods in pursuit of careers and causes.

One of the most insidious ways in which scientific methods were corrupted
during this period was through the selective interpretation of data.
Researchers, eager to support their own theories or advance their
agendas, began to cherry-pick data that supported their s while ignoring or
downplaying data that contradicted them. This practice, known as
confirmation bias, became rampant in fields such as psychology, sociology,

and economics.
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Another way in which scientific methods were corrupted was through the
use of biased samples. Researchers began to design studies in such a way
as to ensure that the results would support their preconceived notions. This
could be done by selecting participants who were already known to hold
certain beliefs or by excluding participants who held opposing views from
the study altogether.

The corruption of scientific methods in the 1960s had a number of negative
consequences. First and foremost, it led to a decline in the quality of
scientific research. Studies that were designed to support a particular
theory or agenda often lacked the rigor and objectivity that is essential for
good science. This, in turn, led to a loss of trust in science and scientists
among the general public.

The corruption of scientific methods also had a negative impact on the
ability of science to address important social problems. When scientists are
more concerned with advancing their own careers or supporting their own
causes than with conducting objective research, they are less likely to
produce findings that can be used to inform policy and improve society.

The lessons of the 1960s are still relevant today. In an era of fake news
and alternative facts, it is more important than ever to be aware of the ways
in which scientific methods can be corrupted. We must be vigilant in our
efforts to ensure that science is used to inform our decisions, not to mislead
us.

Here are some tips for avoiding the corruption of scientific methods:

= Be aware of your own biases. We all have biases, but it is important to
be aware of them and to take steps to minimize their impact on our



research.

= Be objective in your research design. Design your studies in a way that
minimizes the potential for bias.

= Use rigorous methods. Collect data using methods that are reliable
and valid.

= Interpret your data fairly. Do not cherry-pick data or ignore data that
contradicts your s.

= Be transparent about your methods and findings. Report all of your
methods and findings, even if they do not support your s.

By following these tips, we can help to ensure that science is used to
advance our understanding of the world, not to mislead us.

Additional Resources

* [The Corruption of Science]
(https://www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/2018/03/the-corruption-of-
science/555792/) * [Scientific Misconduct]
(https://www.nsf.gov/od/oia/investigations/scientific-misconduct.jsp) * [The
Importance of Scientific Integrity](https://www.nap.edu/catalog/12182/on-
being-a-scientist-a-guide-to-responsible-conduct-in-research-third-edition)
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