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Anna Pavlova was a Russian ballerina who is considered one of the
greatest dancers of all time. She was born in St. Petersburg, Russia, in
1881, and began studying ballet at the age of eight. Pavlova quickly rose
through the ranks of the Imperial Ballet, and by the age of 18, she was a
principal dancer. She toured extensively throughout Europe and the United
States, and her performances were met with critical acclaim.

Pavlova was known for her graceful and ethereal style of dancing. She was
particularly famous for her role in the ballet "The Dying Swan," which she
first performed in 1905. The ballet is a solo piece that depicts a dying swan,
and Pavlova's performance was so moving that it brought tears to the eyes
of many audience members.

Pavlova died in 1931 at the age of 49. She is buried in London, England.
Her legacy continues to live on through her work and her influence on
generations of dancers.
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Swan: The Life and Dance of Anna Pavlova is a biography of the legendary
ballerina by Deborah Jowitt. The book is based on extensive research,
including interviews with Pavlova's friends and family. Jowitt tells the story
of Pavlova's life and career in detail, from her early years in Russia to her
international tours and her final years in England.

Swan is a beautifully written and informative biography that offers a
fascinating glimpse into the life of one of the most famous dancers of all
time. Jowitt's research is impeccable, and she brings Pavlova's story to life
with vivid detail. The book is essential reading for any fan of dance or
history.

Reviews

"Swan is a masterpiece of biography. Jowitt has written a book that is both
deeply researched and beautifully written. She brings Pavlova's story to life
with vivid detail, and she does so with a deep understanding of dance and
history." - The New York Times

"Swan is a definitive biography of one of the most famous and influential
ballerinas of all time. Jowitt's research is impeccable, and she tells
Pavlova's story with grace and elegance. This book is essential reading for
any fan of dance or history." - The Washington Post

"Swan is a triumph of scholarship and storytelling. Jowitt has written a book
that is both informative and entertaining. She brings Pavlova's story to life,
and she does so with a deep understanding of dance and history. This
book is a must-read for any fan of dance or biography." - The Guardian
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