
Governing Law: Your Essential Guide for Law
School and Bar Exam Preparation
Governing law is a foundational concept in the legal field, referring to the
body of laws, principles, and rules that apply to a particular legal matter.
Understanding governing law is crucial for legal professionals, as it
determines the rights, responsibilities, and potential outcomes in any legal
scenario.

Types of Governing Law

There are various types of governing law, each with its own scope and
application:
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Common Law: A system of law based on past court decisions, known
as precedents. Common law principles evolve over time as courts
interpret and apply them to new cases.

Civil Law: A system of law based on codified statutes, which are
written laws enacted by legislative bodies. Civil law systems are
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typically more structured and comprehensive than common law
systems.

Statutory Law: Laws created by legislative bodies, such as statutes,
regulations, and ordinances. Statutory law takes precedence over
common law and must be followed by all citizens.

Case Law: The decisions of courts, which establish legal principles
and precedents. Case law is binding on lower courts within the same
jurisdiction and can be used to interpret statutes and common law.

Administrative Law: Laws and regulations created by administrative
agencies, which are government bodies delegated with the authority to
make rules and adjudicate matters within their specific areas of
expertise.

International Law: Laws and principles that govern relations between
nations, including treaties, conventions, and customary international
law.

Determining Governing Law

Determining the governing law for a particular legal matter can be a
complex process. Factors to consider include:

Subject Matter: The nature of the legal issue or dispute will often
dictate the applicable governing law.

Jurisdiction: The geographical location where the legal matter arises
or is being litigated will determine the applicable governing law.

Choice of Law Provisions: In some cases, the parties involved may
have the ability to choose the governing law through contractual



agreements or other arrangements.

Conflict of Laws: In situations where multiple jurisdictions or bodies of
law may potentially apply, conflict of laws rules determine which
governing law will prevail.

Importance of Governing Law

Understanding governing law is essential for legal professionals for several
reasons:

Legal Compliance: Adherence to governing law ensures compliance
with legal obligations and avoids potential legal liability.

Predictability: Governing law provides a framework for predicting the
likely outcome of legal matters, enabling lawyers to advise clients and
make informed decisions.

Legal Argumentation: A deep understanding of governing law allows
legal professionals to construct persuasive arguments and advocate
effectively for their clients.

Law School Success: A strong foundation in governing law is crucial
for success in law school, where students must analyze and apply
legal principles to various legal scenarios.

Bar Exam Preparation: Governing law is a fundamental subject
tested on the bar exam, and a thorough understanding is essential for
passing the exam.

Governing law is a vast and complex subject, but it is essential knowledge
for legal professionals. By mastering the intricacies of governing law, you
will gain a competitive edge in law school, the bar exam, and your legal



career. This comprehensive guide provides a solid foundation for your
journey to becoming a knowledgeable and successful legal practitioner.
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